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their assailant as John Asen III., thankful to be rid
of the cunning Greek woman who had brought so
much harm upon them. When the holy office was
chanted in the Bulgarian churches to the memory of
the departed consorts of the Czars, her name was
alone omitted from the list

The glory of Bulgaria had fallen low. A genera-
tion had barely elapsed since the death of the second
Asen, yet his empire had been shorn of all his con-
quests ; a nominee of the Greek Emperor sat upon
the throne of the Czars ; a Tartar chief was com-
mander of the Bulgarian armies ; dissension and the
lack of authority were bringing the country to de-
struction. At this moment Ivajlo suddenly reap-
peared, as if from the dead. The magic of his name
made the Greekling tremble in his palace at Trnovu,
and the Greek armies sent to assist him were easily
defeated. To rid Bulgaria of her feeble ruler was
easy, but Ivajlo found that there was another rival in
the field. This man, the founder of the fourth Bul-
garian dynasty, sprang from an old Rumanian family
called Terterij, which was allied with the noblest of
the land. His aristocratic connections and personal
bravery led the Bulgarians to prefer him to the humble
shepherd, who had led their armies against the Tartars,
and in 1280 George Terterij I. was proclaimed Czar,
His peasant foe fled to the court of Nogaj, Chan of
the Golden Horde of Tartars, at that time the terror
of the Balkan Peninsula, who cut his throat in a
drunken fit. But several years later a false Ivajlo
could still find a following among the Bulgarian
hinds.